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SCHOOL REPORT. 


FevLiow Crrizens:—In compliance with the requirements of 
the laws, we have the honor to present the following report of 
your schools for the year ending March, 1870: 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 
Miss SerenNA P. Wuitney, “Teacher the four terms. 

This school was graded, and each grade allowed its due quota 
of schooling. We believe that all who visited the school, or had 
opportunity of judging of the progress made, are agreed as to the 
utility of this arrangement. The three first terms were eminently 
successful, not a murmur of dissatisfaction being heard, so far as 
we know. The winter term, however, was less prosperous. Two 
or three large boys persisted in taking liberties which were utterly 
subversive to good order. Miss Whitney temporized with them 
too long. They should have been reduced to submission, or com- 
pelled to leave the school. Miss Whitney has had a long and suc- 
cessful experience in teaching in this town, and the fact of her havy- 
ing committed some errors of judgment in the management of this 
term, ought not to detract from her well-earned reputation as a 
teacher. The closing examination gave general satisfaction. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 
Summer Term—Fannit H. Nesmirn, Teacher. 

Miss Nesmith is a good scholar, and most emphatically a live 
teacher. She rendered good service to this large and backward 
school. , 

Winter Term—Emma D. Purnam, Teacher. 

Miss Putnam is more than an average scholar and a faithful 

and energetic teacher. Her efforts here, however, were partially 
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thwarted by the disgraceful conduct of a few large boys, who set 
at defiance the authority of the teacher, and thereby sadly 
deranged the order of the school. We regard it as a mistaken 
leniency, both of teacher and committee, in allowing these boys 
to continue their connection with the school. Had they been 
summarily expelled, it would have been for the interest of the 
school. No teacher, under the most favorable circumstances, can 
do justice to a school of this size with such a variety of attain- 
ments. We hope to see it properly graded before another winter. 
Register imperfect. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 
Summer Term—Merpta McItviy, Teacher. 


Miss MclIlvin commenced this school with many misgivings, 
because of its being in her native district ; but she went through 
with the entire term to the general satisfaction of the district and 
your committee.. The closing examination was not exceeded in 
interest by any in town, and reflected much credit upon both 
teacher and pupils. 


Winter Term—-H. D. CHarrn, Teacher. 


In a somewhat extended experience, it has seldom been our 
fortune to teach a pleasanter school than this,—scholars kind and 
respectful, and ambitious to excel in their studies. Here are 
some of the best scholars in town, and some, we prophesy, that 
will “ make their mark” in life. We aimed to make our instruc- 
tions practical, giving special prominence to those branches of 
study which the pupil would be most likely to need in the every- 
day affairs of life. How far we succeeded in these efforts. the 
patrons of the school must decide. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 
Lucretia M. Rosrnson, Teacher both terms. 

On our first visit to this school we gave it a pretty thorough 
examination, and were utterly amazed to see how much ground 
the pupils had been over, and how little they knew of their sey- 
eral studies. In no other school in town did there seem to be 
such a lack of thoroughness. The improvement, however, at the © 
close of the term was marked, and we are satisfied that Miss 


5 


Robinson labored faithfully and successfully. If£some of thelabor 
spent in the algebra class had been devoted to practical arithme- 
tic and the spelling book, we think it would have been infinitely 
more valuable to the pupils. The classes in geography and gram- 
mar showed great improvement. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 
Summer Term—Liitua C. Harpy, Teacher. 

Miss Hardy, though very young, is a superior scholar, and has 
an aptitude for teaching that would do credit to a veteran. 
The term was prosperous, and gave unqualified satisfaction to all. 
Register imperfect. . 

Winter Term—Mepta M. McIxviy, Teacher. 

The same qualities that Miss McIlvin exhibited with such 
marked success in No. 38, she brought to bear most effectually 
during this term, and if the progress was not so apparent, it was 
through no lack of ability or effort on her part. This is one of 
the most backward schools in town, and it will require extra 
efforts to raise it to anything like a respectable standing. Spel- 
ling, wretched. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 
NELuIE J. CLEMENT, Teacher both terms. 


‘Miss Clement is an accurate and thorough scholar, and has 
that indomitable energy and perseverance that are sure to com- 
mand success in the school room. We but echo the general sen- 
timent of the district in saying that the school made rapid pro- 
gress while under her instruction. As a teacher of arithmetic, 
both mental and written, Miss Clement has no superior in town. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 
Summer Term—Mary E. Wutrremore, Teacher. 


Miss Whittemore sustained an excellent examination, but her 
extreme youth and lack of confidence in her own abilities, oper- 
ated against her in the management of this school. With a 
little more age and experience, Miss Whittemore will make a 
first-class teacher. | 
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Winter Term—F annie M. Hensuaw, Teacher. 


We have seldom seen greater progress than was made during 
this term. Miss Henshaw is eminently a practical teacher. The 
closing examination was highly creditable, and we wish that more 
of the parents could have been present on the occasion. We 
believe there is a prudential committee in the district, but we 
failed to meet him during any of our visits to the school, nor do 
we see his name on the list of visitors in the register. Register 
imperfect. 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 
Summer Term—Hannau M. Coampney, Teacher. 

This short term of only three weeks of course accomplished 
but little. The conduct of one or two families, including the 
agent’s, in keeping their children from school, ‘and refusing to 
board their quota, is deserving special rebuke. Miss Champney 
is a well qualified and faithful teacher, and would have taught a 
good school, had she received that encouragement and support 
which was her due. There is more contention aud quarreling 
over school matters in this little district than in the whole town 
besides. The effect is plainly to be seen in the backward condi- 
tion of the school. 

Fall Term—Emity F. Turrier, Teacher. 

Miss Tuttle, though young and inexperienced, did herself great 

credit in the management of this school. The closing examina- 


tion was exceedingly interesting, and showed a reasonable pro- 
eress. 


DISTRICT NO. 12. 
Summer Term—Jvuta J. Lewis, Teacher. 


Another good teacher and a profitable term of school. In the 
ability to interest small children in their studies, -and teach 
them just what they need to know, Miss Lewis has few equals. It 
is deeply to be regretted that Miss Lewis, by continued ill health, 
should be debarred from laboring in a sphere for which she is so 
pre-eminently fitted. The few parents in this district are deeply 
interested in their school, and they show their interest by frequent 
attendance in the school room. 
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Winter Term—NE LIE J. CLEMENT, Teacher. 

During this term Miss Clement fully sustained the reputation 
accorded to her as a teacher in No 6. The general appearance 
of the school was good, and the instructions eminently practical 
and thorough. 


DISTRICT NO. 13. 
Jenniz E. Gray, Teacher both terms. 


Miss Gray is an excellent scholar, and taught this school with 
the usual good success that has characterized all her teaching. | 
This school, though one of the smallest in town, ranks well in 
point of scholarship. The class in written arithmetic did not 
realize our expectations. 
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REMARKS. 


Knowing but little in regard to the condition of the schools 
previous to entering upon the discharge of our duties, we cannot 
speak intelligently of their standing as compared with other 
years. But judging from the character of the teachers, as well 
as from aclose inspection of the schools, we are inclined to the 
belief that substantial progress has been made. We have hada 
corps of earnest, faithful teachers, and, so far as teaching the 
text books is concerned, they have done all that could be reason- 
ably expected of them. But the amount of schooling we receive 
is entirely inadequate to our wants, and to the demands of the 
times in which we live. How much can we éxpect our children 
to learn during these short terms of school, with so long time 
intervening from the close of one until the commencement of 
another? We need an additional term of at least ten weeks in 
each district, and we could have it, if proper efforts were made. 
We would not have the town raise more money by taxation, for 
we believe that all is derived from that source that the depressed 
condition of our finances will warrant. But those of us who 
have children to educate could easily support a select school for 
that time, and do it much cheaper than to send off at a distance 
to school. ays 
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We would suggest that several of the smaller districts should 
so arrange the time of commencing their schools that there could 
be an interchange of attendance from one district to the other 
This would make the school room interesting, and be a mutual 
benefit to the respective districts. 

We congratulate the people of No. 1 on the completion of their 
beautiful school house, and believe that the money there invested 
will yield a rich return. It certainly is an ornament to that 
thriving village, and we hope will mark a new era in the educa- 
tional interests of the town. Its proximity to the Hall is a mat- 
ter of deep regret. 

We have introduced Sanders’ Readers and Spellers, not because 
of any particular objection to the old ones, but because the latter 
had been so long in use. The exchange was effected on very 
favorable terms, and, so far as we know, they are giving unqali- 
fied satisfaction. 

A great evil from which our schools suffer is the desire of 
parents to push their children ahead in their studies faster than 
they are qualified to go. The spelling book, Colburn’s Arithmetic 
and writing are superseded ‘by higher and more pretentious 
studies. Now, what is the result? A generation is coming on 
the stage most shamefully deficient in these primary branches. 
Why, there is not a first-class speller in any school in town. I 
am sorry to say that our teachers are not all models in this 
respect. More than half the registers are sadly marred by inac- 
curacies in spelling. We notice “persued,” “schollar,” “ prim- 
mer,” “untill,” “seris,” “ Jhonnie,”’ “ Guyot’s Geographys,” ‘“ Col- 
boun’s Arithmetic,” “Brown’s grammer,’ and many others. 
What a burlesque on scholarship ! 

Again, we regard the method of teaching arithmetic as taught 
in too many of our schools little less than a sheer waste of time. . 
The pupil is taught to recite dry abstract rules and definitions, 
which to him are only meaningless sounds. In them he sees no 
relation to anything within the range of his ,experience, and 
knows nothing of their application. But, he “ciphers on,” only 
anxious to get “through the book,” and when that is done he 
cheats himself into the belief that he knows enough of arithmetic 
and is prepared for something higher. We have seen classes 
during the past winter who had ciphered through their arithmetic, 
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and several of whom had been discussing abstruse problems in 
algebra, but on being asked the cost of twenty-eight cubic feet of 
wood at $9 per cord, gave answers ranging from fourteen to nine 
hundred dollars. ‘To scores of other simple practical questions, 
we have received equally random answers. If that little jewel 
of an arithmetic, Colburn’s First Lessons, was thoroughly mas- 
tered, we should have less fruitless groping in this important study. 
The text-book is good in its place, but it should be used by the 
teacher mostly for suggestions, and the teacher who cannot con- 
duct a recitation without a servile dependence on it, we regard as 
unfit for his work. 

In closing our connection with the sche in the capacity of 
superintendent, we cannot forbear to urge upon your attention 
the subject of common school education, as the most important 
question affecting the interests of the town. It is to the common 
school that the great masses of the rising generation must look 
for that elementary training that is to serve as a basis of a thor- 
ough education ; and no community can afford to see its banner 
trailing in the dust. It is an institution that crossed the Atlantic 
with our Pilgrim Fathers, or rather it is the offspring of religious 
freedom, first rocked in a Plymouth cradle, since which it has 
traveled all over our land, the effectual ally of religion, liberty 
and civilization. It has the ring of true democracy about it, for 
it is at the public school that the children of all grades can meet 
on equal terms, while “ merit” is the only acknowledged standard 
by which favors are granted or rewards distributed. Let us, then, 
recommend this institution by exhibiting its glorious fruits. Let 
parents bequeath to their children less, if need be, otf gold and 
silver, and more of knowledge and virtue. Labor less for the 
“meat that perisheth,” and more for developing those powers 
of intellect and that love of truth and rectitude which alone 


‘constitute man as made in the image of God. 


We desire, in conclusion, to express our thanks to those friends 
who have received us so kindly to their homes, while on visits to 
their schools, and to the teachers and pupils throughout the town, 
for the uniform respect and courtesy with which we have been 
treated. | 

H. D. CHAPIN, 8S. S. Committee. 

Antrim, 18th Feb., 1870. 
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SHLHECTMEN AND AUDITORS 
TG POR, 


Wor the Year ending February 19, 1870. 


The amount of tax list committed to Henrv B. Swett, for 


collection was : $7727 82 
Paid as follows: 
County tax, . $602 21 
Non-resident highway tax wrought out, aL LoD 
Sundry receipts from treasurer, 6682 76 
Taxes not collectable, 27615 
Remaining in collector’s hands 385 45—$7727 82 


The auditors charge the selectmen with cash tothe amount of $6588 89 


And credit the selectmen as follows : 
By sundry receipts from treasurer, $6588 89 


Receipts into the Treasury. 


From treasurer, 1868, $2133 45 

” ‘collector ”’ 582 05 
Selectmen, ' 5804 55 
Savings bank tax, 533 09 
Literary fund, 58 00 
Assigned U. S. bounty, 180 00 
L. S. Curtice, highway tax, 8 00 
F. M. Shattuck, for calf of I. Walker’s, sold, 5 25 
oy. W. Perkins, sale of town property, 991 87 
H. B. Swett, collector, aie 6682 76 
Back interest on coupons, 97 34 
Amount of bonds sold; 16700 00 

— $33776 36 


Paid as follows : 


School Orders, 


J. M. Duncan, for Dist. No. ie $265 07 
’H. D. Chapin, « 2, 162 47 
H. B. Swett, e +) ee 149 85 
N. C. Ferry, “ tal es 103 59 
S. S. Loveren, be abe Bt 59 58 


D. Mclivin, 


R. P. Whittemore, ’’ * 


B. F. Dustin, \ 
C. Hopkins, 
J. W. Perkins, 
I. M. Futtle, 
David Shea, 


W. Duncan, 

J. D. Mathews, 
H. M. Barker, 
F. E. Gray, 

J. G. Flint, 

D. Melvin, 

C. A. Conn, 
C. B. Cram, 
A. Brown, 

I. M. Tuttle, 
S. A. Holt, 

B. F. Dustin, 
D. Bass, 

_ R. B. Hopkins, 
A. Story, 

W. R. Carr, 
J. Boyd, 

J. White, 

T. D. Twiss, 


C. H. Parmenter, 


E. Bass, 
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Dist. No. 6, 
i, 

9> 99 9, 

99 99 10 

99 99 12. 

9 

39 v9 13, 

99 39 14 


$955 990 


Breaking Roads. 


$23 


N. B. Herrick, 

J. Combs, 

D. Swett, 

S. Wilson, 

T. Flint, 

L. Thompson, 

E. F. Gould, 

E. I. Barker, 

M. & J. G. Wilkins, 


J. S. Senter, 
| T. Poor, 


L. S. Curtice, 
W. M. Conn, 

C. Hopkins, 

H. A. Rogers, 
G. E. Thompson, 
G. Turner, 

J. E. Tenney, 
H. M. Barker, 


Town Orders. 


James Boyd, State tax, 
Selectmen, building Dow bridge, 

J. Combs, work on road and bridge, 
J. P. Gibson, work on road, 

Mary Moulton, interest, 

Mary Holmes, tax on money in savings bank, 
Persis Wilson, interest, 

J. Wood, endorsement on note, 
W. G. Roach, work on bridge, 
i. F. Gould, labor on road, 


A. Corey, interest, 


Nancy Clark, over tax, 


J. D. Mathews, labor on Forest road, 


W. Duncan, labor on road, 
J. Duncan, tax on money, 
Betsey A. Rogers, interest, 
Mary Christie, interest, 

A. Fairfield, paint and oil, 
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Dr. M. Christie, interest, 

J. Perham, damage from defect in road, 
KE. C. Eastman, books and stationery, 
Farnum & Scott, printing reports, 

F. D. Gould, building bridge and road, 
Foge & Co., printing bonds, 

E. C. Eastman, invoice book, 

N. Stacy, salary, 1868, 

N. Stacy, interest, 

J. H. Cleaves, interest, 

G. A. Cochran, labor on road, 
Hannah Boutelle, interest, 

O. K. Carr, labor on road and bridge, 
A. A. Wyman, tax on money in savings bank, 
C. H. Griffin, interest, 

A. Fairfield, use of room, 

T. D. Twiss, work on road, 

G. F. Parmenter, services as constable, 
W. R. Carr, services as sexton, 

W. R. Carr, railing for bridge, 

C. A. Conn, guide boards, 

C. A. Conn, labor on road and bridge, 
I. M..Tuttle, plank and labor, 

J. G. Wilkins, labor on road, 

J. S. Parmenter, care of town house, 
A. Story, use of watering trough, 

W. Curtice, use of watering trough, 
D. Bass, use of watering trough, 
J. S. Pamenter, services as sexton, 

R. B. Hopkins, labor on road, 

W. M. Conn, endorsement on note, 
G. H. Cleaves, over tax, 

J. R. Abbott & Co., linseed oil, 

A. Brown, labor on highway, 

G. A. Cochran, bills and notices, 

T. Poor, bridge plank, 

A. Fairfield, printing and nails, 

W. Weston, !abor on Forest road, 
Alice Griffin, interest, 

L. M. Wilkins, labor on road, 

W. M. Conn, MNase 2} 3 ok 

K. D. Putney, services as town clerk, 
B. W. Sanborn, check lists and note book, 
Rk. P. Saltmarsh, work on bridge, 

R. P. Saltmarsh, services as sexton, 
E. F. Gould, over tax, 1868, 

S. Wilson, labor on road, 

H. A. Rogers, plank and timber, 

H. Eaton, endorsement on note, 

J. M. Wilson, plank and gravel, 

F. M. Shattuck, services as sexton, 

M. McCoy, highway tax worked out, 
L. Thompson, bridge plank, 
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H. D. Chapin, S. S. Committee. 

J. Kk. Tenney, Beast plank, 

J. W. Perkins, work on bridge, 

H. M. Barker, work and bridee plank, 

L. H. Kimball, tax on money in savings bank, 
M. True, endorsement on note, 

S..S. Sawyer, services as selectman, 

H. Stacy, L. D. Richardson’s tax, 1866-7, 
D. Steele, tax on valuation reduced, 

C. H. Parmenter, poll tax, 1868, 

S. Wilson, highway tax, worked out, 1868, 
L. Smith, services as selectman, 

J. Boyd, services as treasurer, 

H. B. Swett, collector, 

E. D. Putney, use of room and stationery, 
F. Wood, tax reduced on Burn’s mills, 

G. A. Cochran, services as selectman, 

R. P. Whittemore, services as auditor, 

A. Fairfield, services as auditor, 


Poor Orders. 


M. Christie, M. D., medical services, 
L. Green, nursing and clothing paupers, 
J. Boyd, army blankets, 
Dr. Christie, medical services, 
L. Green, making bed clothes and clothing, 
KE. D. Putney, goods, 
J. B. Woodbury, goods 
L. Green, boardimg patipers, 
Dn M . Shattuck, Siping 

R Goodell, aid 


i ea 


Notes Paid. 


Eliza Wilson, $117 0 . Mark True, 
James H. Hadley, 168 1 v6 
Hannah O. Abbott, 1065 a 6 6 
Leonora Nichols, 103 61) James Wood, 
James Wood, 98 05 | “ 
Mary Moulton, 1384 00; * 
H. O. Abbott, : 638 80|M. J. Story, 

so ee 631 23)C. J. Whitney, Jr. 
Mark Tre, guardian, 267 98) s 

‘“ 6 244 19| John E. Hastings, 
Mark True, 286 55] A. Robinson, 
Wm. Curtice, ‘ 787 26 Caleb Clark, 

(73 (73 923 52 “6 

6% 74 141 50 4 66 


‘“ 66 49 631 Azubah Clark, 


ij 
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Azubah Clark, 4} ee Wm. N. Tuttle, 103 36 
Nancy Clark, 114 06! Wm. M. Conn, 320 59 
v6 se 62 04}; Daniel ae 188 83 
Hannah Clark, 259 v0 sy 86 05 
Daniel Story, $135°85) RB Bier: 265 04 
“ “ 32% 75 Leonora Nichols, 192 08 

ss 576 68! [saah W. Sweetser. 414 03 

ss 6 391 22 | Morris Christie, 141 55 
Edmund Sawyer, 452 43 vs “6 182 02 
“6 H04> 19 - oe 189, 97 

“ “ 175 36/ T. M. Page, 1242 80 

és vc 175 11] Mary Christie, 878 17 

+ 6 127 08 « < ina 92 
Thos. S. Holmes, 340 63/ J. W. Dodge, 110 64 
R. S. Chesmore, 425 56| D. M. Stacy, 66 96 
Caroline Wilson, 425 56} Orrell Abbott, 102 65 
P. Parmenter, 33 as J. A. Tuttle, 108 64 
“ vs 351 17| C. Boutelle, yh 77.59 
J. W. Perkins, Sure | .* fy 424 85 
Morris Christie, 265 45} Eben Jones, 414 40 
- “ 741 63) Hiram Griffin, 179 14 
Chas. E. Eaton, 207 23) John S. Shed, 462 15 
Reuben Boutelle, 105 05| Samuel Wood, 577 10 
Mary E. Tuttle, 626 10| Hannah G. Holt, 53 05 
Alonzo Tuttle, 103 55| Amos Corey, 205 26 
John Goodell, 214 88' R. P. Saltmarsh, 497 02 
James Beazly, 248 92 | 3 ee 
. $25,896 43 


Finances of the Town. 


Hiram Griffin, $1000 00} Hiram Ea ee 
oc 400 00} Mark W. iutier, 

“ 100 00} Imla Wright, ay. 
Chas. H. Griffin, 200 00! N. B. Herrick, 
Augusta S. Carr, . 60 00| Edmund Sawyer, 
Samuel Wood, 375 58| Mark True, 

Geo. L. Herrick, 268 92) James Bemaly, 
A. Fairfield, 176 50 “6 
James Wood, 132 00 6 ‘6 

ss 66 171 77, H. P. Ramsey, 
Mary D. Nesmith, 100 00) A. L. Pike, 

J. Hills, 400 00} J. H#Cleaves, — 
Alice Griffin, 600 00| Nancy B. Muzzey, 
Imla Wright, 200 00} Betsey ei Rogers, 
Thos. Thompsom, 50 an ve 
+ : 150 00} Ly Campbell, 

lla M. Pike, 50 a Mary Moulton, 
ae as 50 00! Milton McCoy, 

E. Z. Hastings, 100 00, Wm. N. Tuttle, 
Persis Wilson, 150 00' Wm. M. Conn, 


Amount of notes against the town, $11,226 04 
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Brought forward, $11,226 04 
Amount of bonds sold, 16,700 00 
Interest due, 700 00 | 
Bue School Distriet No. &, 87.01 - 
“ “10, 27 90 
66 be bb be 1k, 36 95 
Total amount of liabilities, $28,727 90 
In the treasury, 821 14 
In colleetor’s hands, , 385 45 
Amovnt of notes and accounts, and property unsold, /  . 664 80 


Eo 


$1,871 389 


Whole amount of Nabilities, oe $28,727 90 
Due the town, 1,871 39 
Whole amount of town debt, > . $26,856 51 
Town Bebe Feb. 20, 1869, $27,587 64 

+ alia SA oa gt A , 26,856 54 
Reduced, $731 13 


All of which is respectfully submitted by 


GEO. A. COCHRAN, ) SELECTMEN 
LEANDER SMITH, OF 
S.S.SAWYER, | ) AnTRI™. 


REED P. WHITTEMORE, yy oo 
ALMUS FARE buy TORS. 
February 19, 1870. 
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REPORT OF OVERSEER OF THE POOR. 
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Paid for poor at L. Green’s, $527 72 
Aid for Isaac Walker, e220 Oe 
Geo. P. Little, aid Flanagan, « 75 
Geo. A. Cochran, overseer, 5 00- 
Whole cost of poor, | } $555 72 
Paid for aid to county panpers, $89 05 
Received from county, 89 05 


Reuben Butters, Betsey Swain, and Almira E. Tuttle were boarded 
at Lewis Green’s, the past year, at an expense of $527 72. 


Respectfully submitted by 
| GEO. A. COCHRAN, OVERSEER. 


